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MILITARY MISSIONARY, 

Lieutenant Lugger, of the royal artillery. who was. some time 
since, appointed to Barbadoes, enters zealousiy into the views of 
the church missionary society. He was furnished with books, &c. 
and was requested to attempt the establishment of schools. An 
extract of aletter from him to the assistant Secretary, dated Bar- 
badoes, Feb. 18th, will show that he has been successful in this 
object in that island. 

“On my leaving England, I certainly did not feel that I was 
absolutely sent forth as a missionary by the church; though [ trust 
my feeling was primarily that of a missionary of Christ. for. the 
benefit of others. Under this impression, being on board a ship 
which carried about two hundred men, women and children, it 
struck me that [ mightas well commence my labours among them 
as delay them till I should arrive at my destination. I according- 
ly established two schools, an adults’? and a children’s scliool, which 
we held between the decks every morning. In the evening, | as- 
senbled as many as were inclined, between decks, for reading the 
scriptures, &c. which continued unt?! eur arrival here. Our even- 
ing party increased; and I do not think that we assembled, latter- 
ly, less than fiftv: many of whom are now, I firmly believe, walk- 
ing in the narrow way. Several soldiers, who could not read a 
word when we embarked, can now read tolerably well, aud possess 
their Bibles. ‘Thus much for maritime oceupations. 

“On landing. | endeavoured to look into the state of the negroes; 
and by conversing with them, to ascertain their inclinations with 
respect tolearning to read, and allowing their children to do so, 
In this inquiry, I felt more satisfaction, than in any questions that 
respected their own state.—Poor creatures! when I asked one, 
Where you go when you die? bis reply was ‘Me no know massa, 
others say, me go home to Africa.’ 

“I haye found an old pious planter who has given me much infor- 
mation: and, aday or two since, I met-a man of colour who is la- 
bouring very arduously in preaching amoug the black peoples and 
itis now with the greatest pleasure, that I am able to communi- 
sate . you, that I assembled, last night, nearly two hundred black 
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226 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
children in Bridge Town, whom I formed into a national Pir 
school, | have heen happy in obtaining tor a schoolmaster a tree 
black man, who ts like! ¥ to do his duty. Subscriotions are pat 
tiny for an immediate erection of aschool room. T have been teach. 
ing the master the national system, and have furnished him with 
boo ‘s for the purpose. 

‘But this is not a!l!, A Bible society is also established. I know 
not how for the church missionary society intends to extend its in. 
fluence: but one thing, I think dees now really become necessary, 
that vou should drop the terms ‘Africa and the east: or else add 
to it Africain the west. Truly may it be said here of the mass of 
the people, * ‘They are altogether gone astrav. The harvest tru! y 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few!? The gevernour is very 
favourable to schoo's. [should think twochurch missionaries iy 
this island might, w th discretion, effect vreat good. 

“fam ordered to Tobago, to command the artillery of that island. 
This makes more remarkable the opportunities of being useful 
which | have found since I landed here, now but three weeks since. 
I have circulated several hunired Bibles and Tracts among the 
different regiments here; and, by some, have been paid handsomely 
for them. 

“I have now one impertant inquiry to make, which I did motso 
much think of before [left England, Will the church missionary 
society assist in establishing schools throughoeat the western hemis- 
phere? Re'ving on the liberality of Brit.sh christians, [ have bound 
myself to the negroes. though persona ‘ly incapable of discharging 
my bond. that shoald theirown su! bscriptions bod shoet they shall 


parture. they are to communicate to me their success or faticves 
an thata'l needfui assistance shail be sent them. Had I the ae 
surance, that wherever [ go, [ might veuture,on the same principle 
to avopt all prudent measures, my means of usefulness would be 
far more extens ve. 

«1 shail be obliged by your answering me this as speedily as vou 
cans ‘#8. In case it does aot come within the obje cis of the c! hurch 
missionary society, [ must then te y to private friends. 

«At Tobago. I propose, shou!) my health be preserved, to visit 
South America, if possible; roe to send Spanish Cogtamanitn into 
the ioteriour. 

+A pious officer has just left me for Dominica. I have furnished 
him with scho: i books. a d have given the ne cessary instructions 
for establishing the e, a'so, nationa! schools among the negroes. 

“Capt. Gordon’s regiment has left this island, i hate e lately heard 
av affecting anecdote of him. A soldier came to hun, when “gitting 
iu bs barrack: room, leaning on this ari, appare utly quite well, a id 
toid him thathe bad breuchtto him ans order. appanting r him quate 
ter-master zeneral of one of the isiands.—He instaatly replied. 
fyou may go: bshank God, Lhave a tar setter ap; vointment;’ and 
ib a few hours was seized with a fever and died.” 








ire 
d. 
nd 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 297 


FROM THE LONDON BAPTIST MAGAZINE, NOV. 1818. 
BAPTIST MISSION, 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Phillips at Samarang, a populous 
town on the eastern part of the island of Java, dated Jan. 2, 1818, 


“IT am now at Samarang, where [ arrived on the 5th of November, 
I spent nine months at Batavia, in learning the Malay language, 
and set sai! on October 2, for Samarang, and after a tedious pas- 
sage arrived in safety with my family. 

[ have begun to preachin Malay. in my own house, and have 
also English worship on Sunday mornings. I have begun the Java- 
nese, and this will furnish enployment for some years. Mr. Bruck- 
ner informs me that he has a collection of 25,000 words, and that 
inevery new hook he reatls, he meets with agreat number of new 
oues. I pant to preach to the Mussu!men in Javanese. I long to 
establish schools for the vouth, since it must be by the dissemina- 
tion of knowledge among the rising generation, that the al nost un- 
linited power of the Mussulmen priest must be destroyed, The 
work is great and arduous; outward circumstances appear forbid- 
ding; but an unshaken confidence in the power of divine grace for- 
bids me to despair. Though, fast bound by the prejudices of super- 
stition. antl in the fetters of delusion, the Javanese appear to fur- 
nish little ground to hope for their conversion, it is not our pro- 
vince to be dismayed, for **the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall per- 
fori it.”” 

Wherever [ have been I have found the natives entirely under 
the control of their priest and teachers, so that they have not dared 
to read atract unless they had first siewn it to them, and received 
their opinion on its contents. These teachers are for the most part 
very ignorant; their knowledge tn mary instances, extending little 
further than the ability to read the Koranin the Arabick character, 
without understanding the meaning of twenty words in it. There 
is a numerous class of persons who have performed the pilgrimaze 
to Mecca. These men are held in great respect. and jive upea the 
credulity of the people. Tasked one of them, what good he had ob- 
tained by so long and painful a journey? He re: lied, that God had 
commanded it, and he hoped to obtain salvation by it. 1 endea- 
voured to convince him that his hope was false, and that a work of 
that nature could not reconcile God to asinner. He agreed to 
every thing Isaid; still 1 could not forbear lamenting, that his 
ideas of the character of Gud were so incorrect, as to Sead him to 
hope for safety jn him as a merciful being, without once thinking of 
his justice. Men are ruined in their eternal interests by ignorauce 
ef God, 

We are all now tolerably wel'; death has carried off scores of 
Européans of late, but a merciful Providence has preserved us. I 
am now writing at the table at which Mr. Trowt often sat, when 
lingering under the dreadful dysentary which carried him off. O 
that [ may follow bim in his zeal and devutediiins tu the cause of 


God, 
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DOMESTICK. 


ADDRESS 


TO THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR COLONIZING THR 
FREE PEOPLE OF COLOUR OF THE U.S. 


Read at a special meeting in the city of Washington. Nov. 21, 1818, 


The idea of finding an asylum for an oppressed people in the 
land of their fathers is humane and noble, commending itself to 
the sympathy of the philanthropist, and the benevolence of the 
christian. “A plan, which proposes to introduce the blessings of 
civilized society among a people suck in ignorance and barbarisn, 
hols forth an object, the contemplation of which, it will de allow- 
ed, is sufficient to warm the col'lest and fill the amplest mind.” 
Africa has been the cradle of a race of men ,having cha:acteristies 
sufficiently bald to distinguish them from every other people. Alri- 
ca, which has been their cradle. is a store-house, furotshed with 
rich and various supplies to nurture them to manhood, and when 
the voice of nature shall pronounce their exit, will afford a sepul- 
chre for the slumber of their astes. 

“A people, whohave been scattered and pecled, meted out and 
trodden under foot,” witn cold indiffereice, by nations of more 

ower, intelligence. and civilization than themselves, cannot now 
P viewed without a strony teeling of commisseration and surprise, 
commisseration for their WIiONEs. anid surprise at their state. They 
seem to be set ap, like the nation of Israsl,as a spectacle to the 
world. Providence, which rules above and beneath, will explain 
its own mysteries. He, who deduces goad from evil, and makes 
light to shine from darkness, wil) suet iigat on those parts of tie 
picture of his providence which are now darkly s:aled, and may 
cause vood to flow to the African race even from the evil which 
they have suffered. The removal of multitudes from the land which 

ve them birth to foreign aid clristian lands. however effected 
by the a wbition and rapacity of weeked men, gives an apportunitf 
by the return of some of tieir descen ants, to introduce tne usetul 
arts and a knowledze of our hoiv reiizion more easily, naturaily, 
aud extensively into the continent of Africa, than could have been 
done by any other system of meaus which human wisdom cuuld 
have devised, 

The estabusiment of the “American society for colon zing the 
free people of colour of the United States,’’ was the consummation 
of a sentiment which bad previousiy existed in the minds of many 
indivi‘uals. It grew out of circusnstances 10 the mutual relations 
of diiferent classes of the peopie, which past generatious did not 
foresee. and which the present generation, oa the ove hand, did 
not create, and on the other, couid sot avoid. 

The objects of the American society will lead them to look op 
both sides of the Atia: tick.—Wiule they ai» to benefit the free 
people of colour of the United States by establishing tiem as inde 
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endent colonists on the coast of Africa, where they may enjoy the 
rights of citizens,and be accessible to the ordinary motives of a 
virtuous ambition, a regard tocharacter anda love of country— 
they will also aim to give to the native tribes more knowledge of 
avriculture, the manufactures and the arts—to open an honourable 
trade an! teach them a better use of the notural resources of their 
country—and. at the same time. to improve their social state, and 
correct their moral views and habits. 

The society. in the commencement of their operations, saw the 
necessity of extevsive and definite local knowledge. to enable them 
to select the most e igible places. and to make any arrangements 
with wisdom and safety. Inquiry became a first duty. This was 
the more proper because some, whose opinions were entitled to 
high regard, entertained doubts of the practicability of the plan, 
and some even called in question its humane tendency or moral 
propriety. It was aveveral and a just impression, that having 
enjoyed the services of the people of colour, and having been ac- 
cessary to their sett ement inthis country. it was neither humane 
nor nght to remove them,or assist them to remove. to the land 
whence their fatvers came. or to any other, unless they consented 
to such a change, ani there was a fair prospect that it would con- 
tribute to their wealth, reputation and happiness, It was, there- 
fore, to aid the society inresolving all doubts of this nature, and 
to prepare the way to execute their future plans with prudence, 
energy, and success, that they commissioned two persons as agents 
on an embassy of inquiry, by the way of England, to the western 
coast of Africa. ‘Lhis commission was issued in November, 
1817. 

In obedience to their instructions, the agents soon embarked, 
and after a short aud pertleus voyage, arrived in England late in 
December.— Lheir reception was marked with all that kindness and 
attention, which the humane vature of their embassy, the high 
character of the gentlemen to whom their letters were addressed, 
aud the respectability of the society from which they received their 
commissiou, gave them reason to anticipate. They were favoured 
with letters of introduction from the secretary of state for the co- 
lonial department to the governour of Sierra Leone, and from the 
courtof Denmark to their colonial authorities on the coast of Afri- 
ca; besides many private letters from gentleman of distinction. 
Sailing on the first of February, they arrived wm Africa early in 
March. While at sea, between the United States and England, as 
between England and Alrica, the agents were solicitous to make 
the most of their time, by examining all books and papers on Afri- 
can subjects which they were able to obtain in the United States, 
in France, aud in Eagland, and by extending their acquaintance 
in the~Arabick, French, Spanish, and Portuguese ianguages, ho- 
ping that a more perfect knowledge of these languages would facili- 
tate their intercourse with individuals of different nations along the 
coast. Having pursued their inquiries with diligence and fidelity 
at the Gambia, Sierra Leone, and Sherbro, they improved an op- 
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ortunity to embark for the United States by the wey of England, 
fate in May. before the rainy season was fully set in. It was on 
this voyage that one of the avents became the > ictim ofa fever. and 
suddenly finished a life of christian zeal and uncommo.. usefulness, 
Jeaving his patrons to regret the loss of his tabours, and a multi. 
tude of friends to deplore his death, 

The American society will be satisfied of their wisdom in com. 
miss'oning this embassy of inquiry, by the approbation which has 
been obtained of great and good men in Europe—by the correspon. 
dence which is opened with the African institution and their as. 
sur-nees of co-operation—by the specimens which have been pro. 
cured of African produce and manufacture—and by the considera. 
ble accessions which are made to their stock of local African know. 
ledge. They will also notice their wisdom in the appointment of 
two avents. in the circumstance that ne only is allowed to return; 
and will gratefal'y notice the fact that deth survived until weeks 
after they had closed their ‘nquries in Africa, and had written in 
manuscripts every thing worthy of observation, thus affording to 
the society the full testimony ofboth their agents. 

The geography of Africa is a subject of publick and curious 
speculation. ‘The interiour of that continent, toa great extent. is 
sti!la terra:ncognita to the European or civilized nations. But 
wherever it has been penetrate:i, south of the great desert, the as- 
pect of the country has become more inviting, the productions of 
the soi! more mech and abundant.and the population greater, more 
inteilivent and !ess demoraiized than along the coast. Africa 
Moeurus her intercourse with foreign tatons. Her children would 
have been more numerous, more inte!!izent in the useful arts, and 
more pure intheir moral habits, if Europeans or Americans jad 
never planted their feet on her shores. They have carried with 
them ardent spirits to exe:te the appetite and intoxicate the brain. 
Tey have introduced fire arms and gunpowder. While the minds 
of the natives were infuriated to madness, and the instruments of 
death were in their hands, they have been hurried on to seize each 
other and sel! them to the white men. A work which mav have 
bezun with intoxication or thoughtlessness,has been reduced toa 
resalar traffick. These three centuries past, no trade to Africa in 
gold, ivory, ebony, die-woods, ship-timber, gums, and wax, has 
be nso regularly or extensively prosecuted, as that in the lives and 
bodies of men. ‘The infiuence of this trade on the population, on 
the state of agriculture and the arts, and on the social relations and 
moral dispositions of the people, is too obvious to escape notice. 
Thousands are reduced to hundreds, towns to villages, villages to 
a few solitary cottages. In many places, where towns once stood, 
instead of solitary cottages, the visiter will only see vacant spaces 
overgrown with wild grass, while the banana, plantain, orange, and 
lime trees stand around; and near, too, are the sacred pullom trees, 
erect aud stately, aoder which these poor pagaus were accustomed 


to howl tor the dead, and deprecate the displeasure of malignant 
spirits. 
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ers 


Not only is the population diminished, but any progress in agri- 
eulture and the manufactures is checked, It is provermal, that 
necessity gives a spur to invention. While. therefore. they have 
depended on foreign supplies of cloths and other articles of neces- 
sity or convenience, which Europeans were happy to afford them 
in exchange for slaves, they have nevlected the culture of cotton, 
coflee, the indigo-plant, and the sugar-cane. and hove acually for- 
gotten mnch of their knowledge i» the mannfactures and the arts 
which they formerly possessed. It is a convineine testimony of 
this, that as one alvances into the interiour, the towns are lareer, 
the houses are better constructed. rice and cotton are cultivated 
in greater quantities, and cloths are manulactared and died with 
more taste and skill. 

Itis hardly necessary to sav that this trade has weakeve?d the 
social affections, and depraved the morals of the people, Parents 
and chiidren have been rudely dissevered. From motives of zarn, 
husbands have sometimes sold their wives, and fathers thetr cuil- 
dren. Thearticles of nerchandise intro tuced have ever been can- 
taminatiny. and the co ich uct of slave-tra lers, sel. lom distinguish 
ed for chastity or temperance, have laid uo stro: 1g Or salutary res- 
traints on the less instracted pagans. 

Before this traffick was abolished, the annual exportation from 
the western coast alone, was, between eizity and one haadred 
thousand: the last and the present vear, when it 1s abolished oy 
Denmark, Holland, France, Great Britain, and the Unite States, 
the annual exportation does not fai siort of tiirty or thirty-ive 
thousand. 

Atnerica raises her face above the waves of the Atlantick. Those 
who look from beyond to see the symmetry of ber features and the 
radiance of her aspect. are compe ter to Saitek on one foul ble a- 
ish, lt is the slave-trade. The siave-trade is prosecu ited by Ar fete 
ican citizens, chiefly under the diszaise of foreign fags, toa deplo- 
rable extent. Thisis dove in v-vlation of our !aws, coutrary to the 
hveral sprit of the government, and wounding the hamane senti- 
ments of an enlightened people. ‘Phe trade 1s new conducted 
under peculiar circumstances of desperauo! rand violence, which 
aryravate the injury and deepen the guiit. The connexion of this 
subiect with the objects of the A nerican si ociety is very intimate, 
If Afrita is ever civilized, the stave-trade must cease. If Africa 
is ever colonized, the slave-trave will cease.at leastis the vicinity 
of the columes, Among the yreatest obstacies to the civilization 
of that continent, are the desire of illicit gain, the severe temper 
aul the aversion to vouest industry, watch Lic slave-tra le has ven- 
erated among the chiefs and the trives. ‘These are evils which a 
lapse of time, mid treatment, an honourable trade, and moeral-in- 
Struction can alone remedy, A debt in men, a debt in treasures.a 


debt in morals, .s due to Africa. Repay tee dedt in men dy resto- 
ring the descendants of her chuiidren;—repay tue debtin treasures, 
by “bearing their expenses back, and putting something in their 
hands ss—and repay the dept 12 morais Dy sowing them a better 
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example, and by giving them the instructions and hopes of divine 
revelation. A!l thisis practicab'e. 

Taking it for granted, then, that the abolition !aws will be effec. 
tually executed by the active vigiance of the American govern- 
ment, in conjunction with the governments of Europe, it gives me 
pleasure to have in my possess on a variety of facts respecting Af. 
rica. derived from the best written cocuments, from conversation 
with Europeans. colonists. and natives of Africa, and from obser. 
vation while on the coast—which facts it will be my duty to lay 
before the board of managers of the American society, ond all whe 
may take an interest in subjects of this nature. Without attemp- 
ting to enter upon minute descriptions. or detailed narrative. whch 
could not be reduced to the limits of a short address. I sha!! con- 
tent myse!f with a glance at the actual state of the western coast of 
Africa, and some considerations which may properly induce toa 
colonization of our free peop'e uf celour on that continent. 

(To be continued.) 


I 


AMERICAN ABORIGINES. 


We have been f voured with the peru-al of a missionary sermon, 
dei vered by the Rey. Obadiah Jennings betore the Western wmis- 
Sionary society, from which we would gladly make considerable ex- 
tracts; bat we must content ourselves with the following, which 
clearly exhibits the oblisations of the white inhabitants of our coun- 
try to send the gospel to the heathen on eur borers. The atten- 
tion of the christian publick to this important subject has been al- 
ready in some degree awakened, but little has yet been effected in 
the great work of christian:zing the Indian tribes.—Here is an ex- 
tensive field for the exercise of christian philanthrophy. Efficient 
measures ought to be adopted for the instruction of these tribes im 
the Knowledge of the true God, and of Jesus Christ | hem he has 
set to seek and save those who are fost. And surely, there never 
was atime when missions to the American aborigines could be un- 
de:taken with so great prospects of success. as at the present. 
Let us no inore display the ferocity and malevolesce of our dispe- 
sitions, by seeking to exterminate them from the face of the earth; 
but manifest the sport of tie true disciples of Christ, by labouring 
to the utmust to bring them to the saving knowledge «f the truth. 

| Weekly Rec. 
Extract of a@ missionary sermon delivered in Pittsburgh, on the 
7th Oct. 1818, at the sitting of the synod of Pittsburgh. constitu- 
ting the western missionary society. By the Rev. Obadiah Jen- 
ning, pastor of the Presbyterian church in Steubenville, Ohio. 

“Ask of me, and 1 shall give thee tie heathen tor thine inheri- 
tance, avd the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”— 
Psalm ii. 8. 

By the heathen we are to understand the Gentile world, or eve- 
ry nation arc people upol the earth, the Jews excepted, and con- 
sequently the poor savage tribes of our own country are included. 
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This would seem to be still more evident when we consider the 
Jatter clause of the text. Not only the heathen are given to Jesus 
for his inheritance, but the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos- 
session. What part of the earth can better snit the descriptions of 
this possession of our Lord, than that widely extended wilderness 
which these heathen inhabit, or rather in which they wander, hav- 
ing no certar’ dwelling place. 

Seme may be ready to suppose it to be unnecessary to dwell 
upon a point so plain. But it is deemed of great importance, in 
the discussion of the subject, that this point should not only be well 
established and wel! understood, but well received by all. 

There is a great difference between a mere speculative assent to 
a truth, and the practical belief of it. This perhaps was never 
more forcibly, yet lamentably illustrated, than by the manner in 
which we as a nation, from the earliest period of our history, have 
treated the aborigines of America. May we not suppose, that not 
an indivitlual believer in divine revelation, at any period of our 
history. could have been found, who would have denied the position 
which [am not so much endeavouring to establish, as to impress 
upon your hearts. And yet, judging from our conduct and prac- 
tice, with some tew exceptions, would it not seem that we have re- 
garded them, not as our fellow men, uot as rational, yet fallen crea- 
tures, standing with us, in perishing need of our common salvation, 
but as ferocious wild beasts, whose destruction was necessary to 
our comfort and safety, if not to our very existence. While we 
may have speculatively viewed them, in common with every hea- 
then nation and tribe under heaven, as given by the terms of the 
covenant of grace to our Lord for his inheritance—we have acted 
towards them. as though, like the Canaanites of old, they had been 
devoted to destructiou—and as though, in pursuance of a divine 
command, we had sought their extirpation. 

[am aware that Lam treading upon what some may deem dan- 
gerous or forbidden ground. The minds of many have been, and 
still may be, greatly prejudiced upon this sutject; and not without 
some semblance of reason—many have suffered much—others have 
lost all, through the treachery and cruelty of these heathen tribes. 
Bot what then? Look at their savage state and their savage cha- 
racter; consider the cloud of darkness which has long overspread 
them; the thick veil of ignorance in which they have been, and still 
are,enveloped. View them as alienated, not ovly from the life, but 
from all just knowledge of God; as destitute of any just or adequate 
standard of morals. Inaddition to all this, cal! to mind the man- 
nerin which they have been treated by us—driven from those lands 
and those regions which they deemed their own, and to which they 
had a prior and juster claim than ourselves. In many instances 
not only stripped of their possessions and their scauty subsistence, 
bat hunted down like wild beasts, and compelled to seek for shel- 
ter indens and caves of the earth; in forests and morasses impen- 
etrable, except to such as were impelled by tie fear of immediate 
death. When we consider these and many other things, which, 
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if enumerated. won! swell the detai! to a volame, are we net C0}, 
strainer! to say—was there not cause? and oneht not we, who en. 
jov the blessed light, and who profess to adont. as the pe. of our 
conduct, the benevolent principles of the rosne!, to imitate the exe 
ample of our compassionate Releemer, and say, “*Father, forgive 
them. they know not what they do.” 

But we hail the approach of more auspicious times, Te day-star 
has arisen. The gospel day has not onty begun to dawn, vat sine 
of the ec! ering Deams 0! the Sun of righteousness have a'rea4y fal- 
len upon those dark places of the earth which oave neretofore been 
filled] with the habitat ons of cruelty. It is, invleed, matter of re- 
joicing that sentiments more just, sentiments which hetter accord 
with the spiritof the guspel, begin to prevail among ali classes; and 
that, stead of being any longer overcome of evil, we are seeking 
to overco:ne evil w ith rood, 

Assuming if, therefore, as a point which cannot be questioned by 
any but the unfeeling sceptick or the cold sboode-| infidel, that these 
poor heathen are included in that inheritance which was siven to 
the great Re:'eemer by the unchaigeable decree vo Jehovah. we are 
natural!y led to iuquire how this grant is to be carred into effect, 
We cannot suppose that it accords with the will of God, that this 
shail ever remain a mere nominal gift, or that the heathen tu aay 

reper sense, can be said to be the subjects of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Mediator, while they remain ignoraut of him, and consequently 
yield him no obedience. He is “the Author of eternal salvation fo 
all who obey him.’ —This obedience is not to be enforced by exter- 
nal restraint or oppression. ‘He is the Prince of peace.” “Still it 
is only in a way of his power, that his peopie become his willing sud- 
jects. He constrains, he coi nquers, but not »y force. His kingdom 
is not of this world. Itis, indeed, altogether distinct frown and ua- 
like the kingdoms of this wor! ld, it effects neither pageantr y yor 
power. itis esta: lished in the heart, It imposes no uapleasa it 
pestraint. “itis righteousnessand peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
It regards not the external conduct on!y, but it exerts its influence 
over the whole man, **to casting duwa magi: uations aod every high 
thing that exa!teth itself auainst the k »wwledge of God. and bring 
ing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

Tais is. indeed, a great and glorious conquest. Therevy a rebel 
sinner. whose caraal mind was just now “enmity agaivst God, and 
net subject to his law,” 1s led a willing captive to the Prince of 
peace—not dragged in chains like the conquered slaves of tiis world 
but drawn with the cords of love. And in eve ry case where this 
conquest of a sinner ts eifected—whe ever a soul tbat has been a 
slave to sin avd Satan (whether heathen or nominal christian) is 
brought in a day of lamanue!’s power, to yield himseif up as alive 
from the dead, and his members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God,” it not only causes the heav enly plains to resound with 
joy over the poor sinuer that ts thus brought to repentance; but it 
is in itself more wonderful, and more conducive to the giory of 
God thas wouid ve the creation of a new world, or even a Dew 8Y8- 
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tem. To effect this conquest of a sinner, then, is emphatically a 
work of God—and in every instance where the human heart, which 
‘s not only “deceitful above all things, but desperately wicked,” 
bows to the sceptre of peace, yields an unfeigned homage to the Sa- 
yiour, embraces him in all his offices, and receives and celies upon 
him alone for salvation; it is the effect of the exceeding greatuess 
of the mighty power of God. 

But are we to expeci this power of God tobe miraculously exert- 
ed for the deliverance of the heathen from the power of darkness 
that they may be translated into the kinedom ofhis dear Sou? That 
God has power thus to save the heathen, none can dispute. Is an 
thing too hard for the Almighty? Nothing 1s impossible with God, 
This, however, is a point upon which there is no need to dwell, 
Alas! too many have acted as though this was the only way in 
which God had authorised us to hope for the salvation of tie hea- 
then. 

But how stands this matter? What has God revealed to us of 
his will, touching this interesting subject? When we turn to the 
pages of the sacred word, we read, “there is no other name under 
heaven, giveb among men, W hereby we can be saved, other than the 
name of Jesus.” And again, “the gospel! is the power of God unto 
salvation, to every one that believeth.” Therefore, although the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation, it is expressiv confined 
tosuch as believe. So that, ordinarily at least, and s» far as it re- 
lates to admit persons, there can be no deliverance from sin and 
eternal death, unless through the obedience of fa:th. «But hew 
shall they believe on him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach 
except they be sent? As it is written how beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things—so then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of Ged.” 

Here we learn the only means appointed by God, whereby this 
great work is to be accomplished. Here we behold the only wea- 
pon which is to be used in subduing the nations of the world to the 
obedience of Christ. It is the word of God. emphatically called 
“the sword of the Spirit.” This weapon the Lord Jesus Christ puts 
into the hands of the soldiers of his cross, whom he chooses and 
sends forth, in his name, to conquer a world, utterly opposed to his 
government, and his peaceful reign. 

= 
TRACT ANECDOTE. 

A minister was lately sent for to visit a poor woman who was 
neardeath. On entering the room, she was lying on a bed with her 
hand placed on the Bible. underneath it was a Tract:—*This” she 
exclaimed, with a considerable degree of fervour, “is, next to the 
Scriptures, my comfort in my affliction; through it 1 was first !ed 
to read the sacred volume. and it shall remain my companion till 
my soul is parted from my body.” ‘Then, with a tear rolling down 
her wan countenance. aud pressing both the books to her bosom, 
said “blessed Bible aud blessed Tract, bv you 1 have been brought 
to love my Saviour, and to die in peace.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
CONVERTED JEWS. 


HISTORY OF THE CONVFRSION OF THREE JEWISH CHILDREN, 
WHICH TOOK PLACE AT BERLIN, A.D. 1716. 


Translated from the German. 


In the year 1716, there lived among the Jews at Berlin, a famil 
consis! nv of father, mother and three daughters, of which the e'd- 
est was twelve years oid, the second ten, and the youngest erht. 
These three children haxina often had intercourse with the child- 
ren of their christian neighbours, heard from them concerning our 
Saviour and his religion. The christian children wou!d often tell 
them, how the son of God oimself was a little child, and received 
the name of Jesus when he was circumcised; how he was brought 
up by his reputed father Joseph, till in jis thurteth year he began 
openly to teach) men the way of salvation; and to work many mrra- 
cles. They would then speak to them about the meekness, com- 
p ssion and love of Jesus; that he died ov the cross a si-ameful and 

ain'ul death. in orde a that poor siuners might not «die for ever in 
es Jesus is ready,” they would say. “to save you also,’ 

‘These things, related by the christian children in s:mplici ty, 
mace a lasting impr ession upon the minds of these young Israel- 
ites; they had learned to repeat by heart the Lord’s prayer, and 
many texts of scripture, by frequently hearing the christian chil- 
dren repeat them at len eth all turee resolved to embrace tne reli- 
sion of J sus. of whom they ha’ heard so much. and wiom they had 
learn: ‘d to love. They mem § verelore, to the Rev. Mr. Kahmana, 
M.A. pastor qf St. Mary’s. To him thee addressed tiemseives 
with a child-like con Gdokee, and declared their resolution to be- 
come open disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, whom they loved, and of 
whose salvation they wished te be partakers. The clergy man Supe 
posed the chi.dren had been guilty of some fault in their parents’ 
house, atl froin fear of puaishment had taken refuge with him; he 
tiierefore kindly but earnestly exhorted them to return home, and 
to be henceforth obedient to their parents, according to the fifth 
commandment. But insteau of returning, the children embraced 
his knees. and intreated him not to thrust them away from Jesus of 
Nazareth, as it was him alone they did seek, aud as nothing bat 
the desire of belonging to Jesus’ flock had induced the. to leave 
therr father auc mother. The clergyman was deeply aff cted to 
see these dear children thus en: reating with tears adinission to Je- 
sus; he then assured them he would take them under his protec 
tina; which he did, alter he vad obtained permission of the ma- 
gi-trate. But asthe parents soon came to reclaim their children, 
the matter was referred to the king. His majesty ordered a coua- 
cil of tour ecclesrastics. (two Reformed aud two Lutherans.) who 
should examine whether tre children, upon their own desire, might 
be instructed in christianity, without violating paternal authority. 
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Instead of considering the question theoreticall: iy, the council re- 
solved to decide it by putting the sincerity of the children to the 
most trying tests, and by giving the parents opportunity to witness 
the whole of the proceedings. On the dav of examination. the pa- 
rents being in an adjoining apartment, the children were separately 
examined concerning the reasons of ther deserting their parents, 
They were told that nothing should hinder them from returning 
back to them; they were urged to do sos fine clothes and other 
things were promised them upon their return to Bir parents; the 
hardships they would be likely to andergo, after being baptised, 
were described to them in the strongest and most affecting terms, 
But they were neither tempted by promises nor frightened by 
threatenings; and their filial affection was greatly moved, yet each 
of the children preferred Jesus of Nazareth to every thing here be- 
low. “Gladiy,” said they, “will we forego the love of men, for Je- 
sus loveth us; we fear no hardships, if we may but be the disciples 
of Jesus, who will bring us soon to heaven, where hardships will be 
no more.” 

Recourse was now had to another and still severer trial. The 
pareuts were brought into the room where the children were, 
They used all means of persuasion, entreaties, threatenings, yea, 
upon their knees thev besought the children to return. 

Reader, pause for a moment! You are here introduced intoa 
scene, wliere the strongest feelings human nature is capable of, are 
brought into lively ayitation—the parental tenderness of father and 
mother—the hard conflict of the children, between filial afection 
and love to Jesus—the deep emvtions of the spectators, all bathed 
intears. Love to Jesus bore away the victory. 

Christian! were your sincerity put toa similar test, would your 
love be as strong?—lIsraelite, can you still deny that the love to 
Christ. which constrains some of your brethren and sisters to for- 
sake ali and cleave to Him, is a love which Heaven has poured into 
their hearts? 

But to proceed in our history. The second daughter answered 
the heart-breakisy applications of her mother, in “words blended 
with filial love aud christian fortitale: “My dearest mother, [ will 
F back with you joyfu! iy, and be your dutiful child, if you wil! be- 
eve in our dear Saviour, who d. el for u; poor sinners, and who is 
rea: ly to save you if you hut believe in hen.” The parents then 
appea! led unto the cer xyimen present, to dle ev ery thing they could 
to. nduce them toreturs. But the repeated intreaties, persuasious, 
ss and revues of the ministers, proved all fruitiess, the 

earts of the chiidrea were fixed upon Jesus. It appears that the 
Lord had drawn these dear chideen unto himself with the cords of 
lov: , acd when he draws wo shall let? 

The love which these chiidren had to the Lord Jesus, has been 
often adimired by aii the christians to whom they were Known. It 
Was soardent, that wheo they met with the name Jesus in a 00K, 
they would kiss it, or press it with both hands upon their busuny. 
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How does the love of these Jewish children shame the lamentable 
coldness and indifference of christiaa children; nay, of many a 
christiau of riper years of life! 

¢ The authent:city of this remarkable history. is fully attested by 
the records of the parish church of St. Mary’s, at Berlin. 


——i 


TRACT ANECDOTE. 

Mr. R ,astndent at the university at Aba, in Sweden, writes 
thus:—The Tract (No. 34.) concerning the love of some Jewish 
children to the cruc fied Lord Jesas, has been eminently blessed 
in this place.--On the 6th inst. a young lady, attended by her fe- 
male servant, called upen an old prous widow, who keeps a pray- 
er meeting ia her house for a number of young people, of her own 
sex.—W hen the w dow had ended her first prayer, and before she 
gave out a hymn, the strangers asked whether they might be per- 
mitted to remain?—The widow sand, *By all means:"’—for she 
had discovered in their faces and manner the greatest distress of 
mind; and having asked whether they could join in the hymn they 
were gomig to sing, (which wasin the Finnish language.) they both 
burst into tears. and said, “No!?’"—for being Swedes neither of them 
understood it sufficiently. During the singing, both were stil! in 
tears: tierefore, when the hymn was endel, tie good widow asked 
what was the cause of their distress, and what they wanted?— 
Both answered, “we want every thing, for we want Jesus! We 
rea‘, iast week, some Tracts published by the Evangelical society, 
which almost broke our hearts, but especially one about three Jew- 
ish virls at Berlin:—we have been in tears ever since, and know 
not what to do; for we have always counted the Lord Jesus and his 
grace a thing not worth attending to; it is therefore just that he 
now rejectsus. Much was said to them for their encouragement: 
but they could not rece ve it, nor could they find any rest to their 
sou!s, although conversed with upon that subject as often as they 
attended, for tears seemed to be their meat and drink. Their 
situation made us al’ feel for them; and our hearts were stirred up 
to pray mmuch and ardent'y for these mourners after salvation; one 
of whom, having rece'ved the Lord’s supper just before she was 
awakened, was since deeply tempted to believe that she ha: re- 
ceived it unworthy, and to her final condemnation: at length, the 
compassionate Jesus revealed himself to them, as their sin-parden- 
ing God,and gave then peace in believing, even that peace which 
passeth all understanding; so that they now go on their way rejoice 
ing, walking in the paths of ali his commandments, blameless. We 
seem,in these to behold a renewed instance of what occurred to 
weeping Mary at the sepulcire. The moment Jesus mentioned het 
name. in his i upressive way—* Mary!” her soul understood it was 
he, although her bodily eyes, tll that instant, could not diseern that 
he was standing by her; she then fell at hisfeet, crying, “Rabboni.” 






































FHE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
THE MORTALITY OF MAN. 


A SPUR TO DILIGENCE. 


It is calculated that the earth is inhabited by about one thou- 
sand millions of men, and that thirty-three years make a genera- 
tion: it follows then thatin that space of time (thirty-three years a 
tnousand millions of men die. Therefore, the number of men 
who die on the earth amounts 

Each year to 30,000.000 


Each day to 86.400 
Each hour to $,600 
Each minute to 60 
Each second to 1 


This calculation is very striking! If the mortality be so great 
each vear, and even each lays is it not verv probable that I myself 
may soon be one that shal! increase the bills of mortality! Atleast, 
it 1s certain, that this consideration should lead me every hour to 
make the most serious reflections. At this very moment, one of 
my ‘ellow-creatures has departed from this world; and before an 
hour has erapsed. more than three-thousand souls shall have entered 
into eternity! Whata motive to induce us to think often and se- 
riov-ly upon death. 

‘nd may we not add, what a motive to religious diligence; not 

nly to promote our ewn salvation, but that of others! If thirty 
milions die in a year, and more than twenty millions of them be 
heathens and Ma:omedans, surely it becomes us to rouse ourselves 
tuactivity in the use of al! proper means, that the words of eternal 
life may be sent to them all. 

Reader! What are you doing toward this great object? If no- 
thine. begin to-day; If something, double your diligence. Remem- 
ber. sixty are dying every m nute—three-thousand every hour— 
eighty-six. thousand four-hundred every day, Is there then any 
time for trifling? Say, Conscience. 

(pe ES . 


FROM THE MIDDLEBURY CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


CHURCH YARD ADDRESS, 
FROM THE DEAD TO THE LIVING. 


Morta!, wouldst thon live in pleasure? 
Then repent and live to Gods 

Wouldst thou gain a heavenly treasure? 
Tread the path the Saviour trod. 


Death will shortly end thy faboar, 
Sin alone gives death its stings 

Be a christian a da neighbour, 
if thou wouldst in glory sing. 


Once like thee I spent life’s morning, 
Maki g morta! joys my trust; 

Wastes wealth this forin adorning, 
Mouldering now to native dust. 
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ar should objects so tilusive, 


uke and bind the fashion’s slave? 
Do not arguments conclusive 
Rise and warn thee from the grave? 


Death’s untimely frost shall wither, 
_ Nature’s bloom that decks thy tace; 
Pain aud sickness hasten hither, 
Every child of Adam’s race. 


Here must perish life’s preferment, 
Honour undistinguisi’d lies! 
Hatred ened by interment, 
With the pride of beauty dies! 


Here the mourner walks with sorrow, 
Weeping over comforts fled! 

Soon returus—perhaps to-morrow, 
Mingling with the silent dead! 


Does deep horrour round thy mansion, 
Fiji thy breast with fears ands gis? 

Grace may give ty soul expansion, 
Calm thy fears when sorrows rise. 


Moses aid the prophets teach thee, 
Greater wisd > m than the dead; 

Wilt thou wart til death shail reach thee, 
And the day of grace is flew? 


Let not mercies make th<e bolder, 
Can’st thou shun this house of clay? 

Soon iike mine thy torm wili moulder, 
Aud thy soal be cali‘d away. 


Wisdom cries “thy Bisie cherish, 
Walk in ways of sin no more} 
Let thy youthful foilies perish, 
And thy heart thy God adore.” 
Go thy way. thou child of nature, 
Seek the Father and tie Sen; 
May the grace or thy Creator, 
Bring thee near his holy throne. 


Rutland county, Jan.i, 1819. 
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